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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



(Currently Amende^) A machine for cutting rods from rod stock, the 

machine comprising: 

means for advanci/ig the rod stock along a first axis; 
a closed knife mounted for reciprocating movement perpendicular t higmghjo-said 
axis between first and second positions, said knife having an opening (i) aligned 
with extending alon g said axis and through which the advancing rod stock passes when 
the knife is in said first position and (ii) radially displaced from said axis when in said 



second position, said 
upon moving toward sa 



fe further having an edge to shear off a rod from the rod stock 
d second position;-and 
an air supply having a discharge port (i) positioned upstream of the knife, and (ii) 
aligned in fluid co mmi nication with said opening and oriented to discharge generally 



parallel to said axis ant 



-through said opening when said knife is in said second position 
for ejecting the cut rodj from the knife in said direction. ^jind 

a ga ge surface \ ocated downstream of the knife and including a position 



intersecting the axis su ch that the g a ge su rface is ada pted to en ga ge a downstream end of 



the rod for gagin g rod: 



for cutting ^ 



(Withdrawn) The machine as defined in claim 1 in which said air supply is 



positioned in alignment 
position. 



3. (Withdrawn) 
a first air transport line 
the knife is in said second 



4. (Withdrawn) 
having an opening 
in which said first air 



with the opening in the knife when the knife is in said second 



le machine as defined in claim 2 in which said air supply includes 
laving a discharge end aligned with the opening in the knife when 
position. 



le machine as defined in claim 3 further comprising a support die 
thrdugh which the advancing stock passes upstream of the knife, and 
t -ansport line extends through said die. 



\ 
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5. (Withdrawn) The machine as defined in claim 2 in which said air supply further 
includes a second air transport line discharging into the opening in said knife. / 

6. (Withdrawn) The machine as defined in claim 5 in which said second/air 
transport line extends through said knife and is positioned to receive air frony said first 
transport line. / 

7. (Currently Amended) A machine for cuttin g rods from rod stpck. the 
machine comprisin g: / 

means for advancing the rod stock along a first axis: / 
a closed knife moun ted for reci procating movement through said axis between 
first and second positions, said knife having an openin g ( i) extending along said axis and 
through which the advancing rod stock passes when the knife is in said first position and 



(ii) radially displaced from said axis when in said second position, said 


Imife further 


having an edge to shear off a rod from the rod stock upon moving towai 


d said second 


position: 

an air supply having a discharge port (i) positioned upstream of 


le knife, and (ii) 


in fluid communication with said opening and oriented to discharge thr 


)ugh said opening 


when said knife is in said second position for ejecting the cut rod from 


le knife: and 


The machine of claim 1 further comprising a (a) gage surface (i i 
downstream of said knife, (ii) facing towards said knife, and (iii) align* n 
said axis to position the advancing rod stock in the knife, and (b) a con < 
fixed relation with said gage surface, (ii) extending in a direction away 
surface, and (iii) facing towards said second position with respect to sai 
sheared rod that may be carried back in the knife as it returns to said fir 
gage surface and contact surface being connected for resilient movemei 
towards said axis as the knife returns to said first position to enable disc 
sheared rod from the knife in said first position by the advancing stock. 

4 


located 

Epwithinter sectin g 
act surface (i) in 
from said gage 
d axis to engage a 
>t position, said 
it away from and 
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8. (Previously Presented) The machine of claim 7 further comprising a gage pin 
having a free end defining said gage surface, and having a side portion defining said 
contact surface and tapering away from said axis upon progressing in a direction £fway 
from said knife. 



9. (Withdrawn) A machine adapted to cut rods from rod stock, the machine 
comprising: 

means for advancing the rod stock; 

a closed knife mounted for reciprocating movement between first and second 
positions, said knife having an opening through which the advancing rod stocK passes 
when the knife is in said first position, said knife being adapted to shear off a jrod from the 
rod stock upon moving toward said second position; and 

a gage surface located to position the advancing stock in the knife, s^id gage 
surface being connected for resilient movement as the knife returns to said mrst position 
to enable discharge of the sheared rod from the knife in said first position bfy the 
advancing stock. 



10. (Withdrawn) The machine of claim 9 further comprising a gage pin having an end 



defining said gage surface, and in which the sheared rod engages the gagt ; 
said resilient movement thereof as the knife returns to said first position 



11. (Withdrawn) The machine of claim 10 further comprising a bast and a cap 
connected to the base for resilient movement therebetween, said gage pi i being 
operatively connected to said cap such for resilient movement therewith 

12. (Withdrawn) The machine of claim 1 0 in which the gage pin is brmed with a 
tapered portion positioned for engagement with the rod as the rod appro; iches said first 
position to assist in removal of the rod from the knife. 



pin and causes 
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13. (Currently Amended) A machine for cutting rods from rod stock,/the 

machine comprising: 

means for advancing the rod stock along a first axis; 

a closed knife connected for reciprocating linear movement perpendicular 
tothrough said axis between first and second positions, said knife having an opening (i) 
extending along said axis and through which the advancing rod stock passes when the 
knife is in said first position and radially displaced from said axis when in saifd second 
position, said knife further having an edge to shear off a rod from the rod sto£k upon 
moving toward said second position; 

an air supply having a discharge port (i) positioned upstream of the knife, and (ii) 
aligned in fluid communication with said opening and oriented to discharge generally 
parallel to said axis and through said opening when said knife is in said seqond position 
for ejecting the sheared rod from the knife in said direction when in said second position; 
and 

a gage pin located downstream of said knife and aligned with arrari fg ed to intersect 
said axis to engage the downstream end of the advancing rod stock and position the stock 
in the knife, 

the gage pin being connected for resilient linear movement away from and towards 
said axis and with the knife as the knife returns to said first position to enable discharge 
of a sheared rod from the knife by the advancing stock with the knife in/said first position. 



14. (Previously Presented) The machine of claim 13 further comprising a base 
located downstream of the knife and a cap connected to the base for resilient movement 
towards and away from said axis, said gage pin passing between said base and said cap 
such that said resilient movement of the cap established said resilient movement of the 
gage pin. 



1 5. (Previously Presented) 



The machine of claim 1 3 in whicl" 



the gage pin is 



formed with a tapered portion facing generally towards said second position with respect 
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to said axis for engagement with the rod as the rod approaches said first position to assist 
in removal of the rod from the knife. 



1 6. (Previously Presented) 



The machine of claim 13 further comprising a 



stationary support die having an opening aligned with the opening in said 



said first position and through which the advancing rod stock passes upstr 5am of the 



knife, and having said discharge port aligned with the opening in the knif^: 
is in said second position. 



cnife when in 



when the knife 



